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Introduction to Blogs

The term blog comes from the phrase web log. As in, people used to keep logs
of their activities on the web. It was eventually shortened to blog (or viog if it is a
video log). Basically, it is a website, usually maintained by one person, with
regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as
graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse chronological
order. The thing that really differentiates

it from a web site is the ability of the THE HUFFINGTON POST
reader to comment and to have his or s —
her comments added to that blog for all Newsweek: How McCain Is Skirting His Own
to see. Spending Caps

Since individuals create blogs, and
there are currently several million blogs
online, the subject matter of blogs is
virtually limitless. http://www.huffingtonpost.com

Some very popular topics include politics, technology, celebrities, and cats.

However,i f t B subjextdhat you are interested in, there is going to be a blog

about it: gardening, baking, needlepoint, sports, the stock market, grandchildren,
being pregnant, having trouble

TechCrunch getting pregnant, even computer
S S ———— Shobia.
Viking Smackdown: The Motion Sensing iPhone Game T N Sep. 610,200
EARA— | Some blogs are taken very
. seriously. Political blogs in
particular have become quite
power f ul in shifting pe
L opinions. Some sites are meant
http://Aww.techcrunch.com/ to be shared by all, with places for you to post

pictures that are silly or stories that are funny. Many journalists also keep
personal blogs as well as blogs for their

papers or television stations.
However, | think most function
as more personal online
diaries. Most blogs are
primarily textual, although
some focus on art,
photographs, videos, music
and audio (podcasting).
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v
1,081 views,

http://gizmodo.com/
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As of December 2007, blog search engine Technorati (www.technorati.com) was
tracking more than 112 million blogs. With the advent of video blogging, the
word blog has taken on an even looser meaning of any bit of media wherein the
subject expresses his opinion or simply talks about something.
(http:/technorati.com/pop/blogs/) to see 100 most popular blogs)

There are many different types of blogs, differing not only in the type of content,
but also in the way that content is delivered or written.

Personal blogs

The personal blog, an on-going diary or commentary by an individual, is the

I NG N

traditional, most common

engadgei“\‘

2010 Prius revealed, sneakers still a major
design influence

Nilay Patel,

http://www.engadget.com

blog. Personal bloggers
sssss usually take pride in their
blog posts, even if their blog
is never read by anyone but
them. Blogs often become
more than a way to just
communicate; they become
a way to reflect on life or
works of art. Blogging can
have a sentimental quality.
Few personal blogs rise to
fame and the

ENGADGET

mainstream, but some personal blogs quickly garner an extensive following. A
type of personal blog is referred to as "microblogging,” which is extremely
detailed blogging as it seeks to capture a moment in time. Sites, such as Twitter,
allow bloggers to share thoughts and feelings instantaneously with friends and
family and is much faster than e-mailing or writing. This form of social media
lends to an online generation already too busy to keep in touch.

Corporate blogs

A blog can also be for
business purposes.
Blogs either used
internally to enhance the
communication and
culture in a corporation
or externally for
marketing, branding or
public relations purposes
are called corporate
blogs.

Page2 of 12

SIGH Il O CREATE ACCOUNT.

WERJEELS LU

SUGGESTALINK | ARCHIVES | MERCHANDISE = SUBSCRIBE | MARK

hnlnﬂhn.“
A Dit

irectory BF Wonderful Things &R

CORY | DAVID | XENI & JOHN | JOEL

Programmer and murderer Hans Reiser leads police to
wife's remains

POSTED BY XENI JARDIN, JULY 7, 2008 7:35 PM | PERMALINK Don't Miss

SER DATA MUST BE TURIED OVER TO
ULES

http://boingboing.net/

© 2009 North Brunswick Public Library


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media
http://boingboing.net/

North Brunswick Library
Computer Classes

The Blogosphere
The collective community of all blogs is known as the blogosphere. Since all
blogs are on the internet by definition, they may be seen as interconnected and
socially networked. Discussions "in the blogosphere" have been used by the
media as a gauge of public opinion on various issues.

Blog search engines
Several blog search engines are used to search blog contents, such as
Bloglines, BlogScope, and Technorati. Technorati, which is among the most
popular blog search engines, provides current information on both popular
searches and tags used to
categorize blog postings.

Blogging and
Advertising

It is common for blogs to
feature advertisements

: ) ) either for the financial
T s e penefit of the blogger, or to
TR promote the blogger's

favorite causes. The

http://icanhascheezburger.com/ popularity of blogs has also
given rise to "fake blogs" in

which a company will create a fictional blog as a marketing tool to promote a
product.

Researchers have analyzed the dynamics of how blogs become popular. There
are essentially two measures of this: popularity through citations, as well as
popularity through affiliation (i.e. blogroll). The basic conclusion from studies of
the structure of blogs is that while it takes time for a blog to become popular
through blogrolls,

permalinks (a link that v — e s
points to a specific blog W% i
entry after it has passed into ;
the archives) can boost
popularity more quickly, and
are perhaps more indicative
of popularity and authority
than blogrolls, since they
denote that people are e
actually reading the blog's
content and deem it
valuable or noteworthy in
specific cases. http://dailykos.com/

Fantasyland
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Personal safety

One consequence of blogging is that people can reveal very personal information
in a very public setting. It is always important to remember that even if the blog
is only for you and your family or friends that for the most part they can be
accessed by anyone. So, always be careful with what you reveal.

Therapeutic benefits

Scientists have long known
the therapeutic benefits of
writing about personal
experiences. Blogs provide
another convenient avenue
for writing about personal
experiences. Research shows
that it improves memory and
sleep, boosts immune cell

http:/perezhilton.com/ activity and reduces viral load in AIDS patients, and
even speeds healing after surgery.

Blogroll

A blogroll is a listing of websites that often appear as links on blogs. This list of

links is used to relate the site owner's interest in or affiliation with other bloggers.

Blogrolls are used to express connections between blogs. By having a blogroll,

you are saying to the reader fHere are other blogs that | like- you should check

themouttoo. 0 Furt her, youdr e Ilikeyourisitegndbthinker bl ogge
my readerswilltoo. 6 On a hi gh | e v Edreisnty boemunityofgr ol I s a
bloggers- | fit into this group.o

That 6s a fairly formal way of saying ités a |
others to check out.

Tags/WordCloud/Tag Cloud

A tag is a keyword or term assigned to a piece of information. This kind of
metadata helps describes an item and allows it to be found again by browsing or
searching. Tags are chosen informally and personally by the item's creator or by
its viewer, depending on the system. On a website in which many users tag
many items, this collection of tags becomes a folksonomy.

So basically, as you write your posts, you associate tags with what you have

written. This is an easy way for you or anyone else to find items about a specific
subject.
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